DRY FARM RESTORATION THINNING PROJECT
JAN 2009
Description of project.
This work is part of an ongoing pilot project of ecosystem restoration of the
IDFxm grasslands at Dry Farm, Empire Valley, located within Churn Creek Protected
Area. This particular project was to reduce dense encroached and ingrown fir stems on
the perimeter of the grasslands. Some of the benefits of this project include:•   Establishing historic stocking levels in open growing Dry Belt Douglas –fir.
•   Promoting reestablishment of grasses and shrubs by opening up the canopy for
the benefit of wildlife and cattle.
•   The grassland, forest edge restoration plan includes reintroducing fire to
maintain the ecosystem. The adjacent grassland has already been successfully burnt
once and this project area can now safely be included into the burning prescription.
Prior to treatment this area was of some concern during controlled burning due to its
location and dense stocking levels.
•   The work is being done in accordance with the recommendations of the “Fire
Management Plan Churn Creek Protected Area” (March 2001, B.A. Blackwell and
Associates, Iverson and Mackenzie Biological Consulting Ltd, R.W.Gray Consulting
Ltd).

Ingrown non productive fir in the
treatment area.

View South towards open range
after thinning.
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Summary of activity conducted for January 2009.
Jan 3 – Start project. Mobilization of crew and setup. Access to the unit was
difficult due to heavier snowfall than is usual for this area and drifted snow.
•   Thinning was done from the smaller stems up to +/- 17cm. While there is no
data for pretreatment stocking levels this meant removal of a lot of trees in all diameter
classes. This was necessary to achieve the objectives of open growing forest edge
conditions.
•   A very rough tree count indicated around 320 sph residual with a Basal Area of
5 to 10. This is still on the high side for the “stand objectives” but any further tree
removal would have been beyond the scope and funding of this project. The objectives of
thinning from the ground up and fireproofing the site have been achieved.

Treated area showing distribution of residual trees. Approximately 5 to 10 BA.

•   Burning large diameter green wood is time consuming.

Restarting pile with larger blocks.
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•   Approximately 5ha were treated.
•   The treated area will be underburned in the Spring 2009.
Jan 23 – Finish project.

Piling and burning

Beginning to look good spatially.
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First day in 40cm of snow.

Green piles ready to light
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Before and after photos of the treatment area.
Other active projects in progress made possible through HCTF funding
There is also ongoing work being carried out in the Dry Farm area using HCTF
and B.C.Parks funding as follows:•   Bostons Contracting crew from Canoe Creek and Dog Creek Indian Bands have
been employed for many years on projects as funding became available. These included
thinning, encroachment knockdown, broadcast burning and mopup work, and piling and
burning. They are currently working on piling and burning willow in a weed infested
pasture in the Protected Area, as well as some thinning in an area close to where Red
Mountain Logging have been working.
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A previously encroached area that Andrew Bostons crew had felled, piled and burned. March 2008

•   Grassland and understory broadcast burning are essential tools in restoring and
maintaining healthy grassland and forest edge transition zones as recommended in the
“Fire Management Plan Churn Creek Protected Area”. The opportunities are obviously
limited to co-ordinating optimum ground conditions and fire weather patterns. HCTF has
played an essential role in enabling these activities to occur in a timely manner. A
successful burn was carried out in 2007 and the remaining area was scheduled for 2008.
However Spring 2008 did not provide a satisfactory burning window, and funding was
carried over to complete the first burn project in 2009.

Grassland burn 2007. Knocked down encroachment trees being consumed in center of picture.
All photos by Rider Cheyne

Prepared for Harry Jennings, P.Ag, Team Leader Ecosystem Restoration,
Cariboo-Chilcotin Range Branch, Ministry of Forests and Range, Williams Lake.
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Tom Hughes, Area Supervisor South Chilcotin, Ministry of Environment,
B.C.Parks and Protected Areas.
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